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The experiential education component of the pharmacy
curriculum plays an integral role in establishing the future
professional practice of pharmacy learners. The role of a
preceptor is vital in both teaching and modeling ethical
principles/behavior to learners to equip them to excel in
response to ethical dilemmas in their career. This chapter
will cover the basic principles of biomedical ethics and
provide a framework for decision making to guide learners
in the provision of pharmacist-directed patient care.

LEARNING
OBJECTIVES
◆◆

Understand the Code
of Ethics and Oath of a
Pharmacist and explain how
they apply to experiential
training.

◆◆

Define the core biomedical
ethics principles and
recognize their role in
everyday practice.

◆◆

Identify the importance
of ethics and morality in
healthcare and their role in
the provision of pharmacistdirected patient care.

◆◆

Demonstrate competency in
the application of bioethical
principles and appropriate
decision-making frameworks
to patient situations.

ETHICS IN PHARMACY EDUCATION
The Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE)
has designated ethics as an essential component of pharmacy education. The 2016 Accreditation Standards includes
ethics as a required element in the didactic portion of the
Doctor of Pharmacy curriculum under the social, administrative, and behavioral sciences content area.1 The teaching
of ethics is suggested to include approaches for resolving
ethical dilemmas in patient care to equip learners for critical
evaluation of viable options with an emphasis on moral
responsibility.
It is essential to understand the ethical education background that pharmacy learners have when they begin their
experiential educational experiences. Although required of
all Doctor of Pharmacy programs, the teaching of ethics
nationwide varies greatly among the 144 ACPE accredited
colleges of pharmacy (see Box 19-1). Through conversations
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with both student and resident learners,
a baseline of ethical knowledge should be
ascertained to establish the foundation on
which to grow during the pharmacy experiential education.

BOX 19-1. Ethics Courses
Nationwide
■■

■■

■■

Independent Ethics Courses
There are 37 colleges of pharmacy
that have an independent ethics
course (25.69%). Of these, 15 taught
ethics in the third professional year,
12 in the first year, and 6 in the
second year. Three programs did
not have information available on
when the course was offered, and
one program had two ethics courses
within the curriculum taught during
the second and third professional
years.
Combined Ethics and Law Courses
There are 67 colleges of pharmacy
that have a combined law and ethics
course (46.53%). Of these, 34 taught
law and ethics in the third professional year, 14 in the second year,
and 14 in the first year.
Integrated Courses
There are 10 colleges of pharmacy
that have an integrated curriculum
through which law and ethics are not
taught independently (7.64%). It is
unclear how and when these topics
are covered in the curriculum based
on the available information.

CODE OF ETHICS AND OATH
OF A PHARMACIST
The membership of the American Pharmacists Association adopted the Code of Ethics
for Pharmacists on October 27, 1994.2 This
Code provides eight guiding statements for
both learners and preceptors in upholding a
high ethical standard during their everyday
pharmacy practice (see Box 19-2).

BOX 19-2. Code of Ethics for
Pharmacists
Preamble
Pharmacists are health professionals
who assist individuals in making the
best use of medications. This Code,
prepared and supported by pharmacists,
is intended to state publicly the principles that form the fundamental basis of
the roles and responsibilities of pharmacists. These principles, based on moral
obligations and virtues, are established
to guide pharmacists in relationships
with patients, health professionals, and
society.
I. A pharmacist respects the covenantal
relationship between the patient and
pharmacist.
Considering the patient–pharmacist
relationship as a covenant means that
a pharmacist has moral obligations in
response to the gift of trust received
from society. In return for this gift, a
pharmacist promises to help individuals
achieve optimum benefit from their
medications, to be committed to their
welfare, and to maintain their trust.
II. A pharmacist promotes the good of
every patient in a caring, compassionate, and confidential manner.
A pharmacist places concern for the
well-being of the patient at the center
of professional practice. In doing so, a
pharmacist considers needs stated by
the patient as well as those defined by
health science. A pharmacist is dedicated to protecting the dignity of the
patient. With a caring attitude and
a compassionate spirit, a pharmacist
focuses on serving the patient in a
private and confidential manner.
III. A pharmacist respects the autonomy
and dignity of each patient.
A pharmacist promotes the right of
self-determination and recognizes
individual self-worth by encouraging
patients to participate in decisions
about their health. A pharmacist
communicates with patients in terms

