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INTRODUCTION

Within the past decade, great strides have been made in the advancement of mobile devices. While the 
early part of the decade saw the rise of personal digital assistants (PDAs) and mobile phones, recent 
advancements have led to an evolution of mobile devices into so called smart devices (e.g., smartphones, 
tablet computers) with further features not present before. Several factors helped contribute to this change, 
including increased processing power, greater memory storage, a reduction in the size of components, and 
lower costs to consumers. In addition, cellular services have greatly increased along with the availability of 
Internet connections through Wi-Fi networks, allowing greater access to information on the Internet via 
smart devices. Furthermore, most smart devices now incorporate sensors such as accelerometers, global 
positioning satellite components, and cameras, which have greatly impacted their scope and utilization.

Taking into consideration the technical growth of smart devices, many products are now capitalizing 
on mobile software applications (apps). These apps are tailored to a specific mobile platform and allow 
users to perform actions that use one or many functions built into the smart device. Such apps enable users 
to engage in forms of social media; pursue leisure activities (e.g., photography, shopping, travel, dining); 
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